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Dear supporters of access in the arts, 
 
How has Families Creating Together (FCT) touched your life and your community over the past decade?  
Every year, we reach over 100 people, bringing Bostonians together across different dis/abilities, ages, 
languages, cultures, and from 7 neighborhoods!  Have you, someone you care about, one of your neighbors, or 
people served by an organization whose mission you believe in, been enriched by FCT's inclusive art programs?   
 

Thanks to the support of our funders and donors, we’ve held so many 
incredible community-building, creativity-unleashing activities over the 
years – and 2018 saw more than ever!  We just finished a “Rhythm, Music, 
& Messages” family art workshop series held at the Southern JP Health 
Promotion Center, where teaching artist Cornell Coley led explorations of 
Afro-Latin percussion instruments, exchanges of rhythms and dances from 

participants’ own backgrounds, homemade instrument-making, and interactive musical storytelling.  The group 
of 25 included families with children, some of whom had disabilities such as autism, or were undergoing 
residential treatment, along with developmentally-disabled adults and their family members from the Haitian 
American Public Health Initiative (HAPHI).  Keep reading to hear in our participants’ own words about what 
experiencing the joy of artistic expression in an inclusive setting has meant to them – or check out the 
testimonials and short video documentaries on our website, www.familiescreatingtogether.org. 
 
Our partnerships with HAPHI and community health centers are the newest in FCT’s long history of 
collaborations to bring children with and without disabilities and their families together to combat social 
isolation.  Other recent host sites for FCT programs are MSPCC’s KINnections network of grandparents raising 
grandchildren, and ABCD’s Head Start preschool program for low-income families.  Our program settings 
are always fully accessible, and with your help, in the coming year we will be pursuing new connections with 
groups serving the deaf community and people with visual impairments, like Our Space, Our Place. 
 
Your support will also allow us to continue expanding the amazing roster of highly-
respected, diverse teaching artists we are able to hire, as well as our employment/ 
mentoring opportunities for teens as workshop assistants.  Children in our programs 
benefit from seeing positive role models in the successful professional artists (and 
other FCT team members) who reflect the diversity of their identities as people of 
color, immigrants, English language learners, Indigenous people, elders, and people 
with disabilities or deafness.  We were fortunate to have Cornell, a legendary local percussionist with Cuban/ 
Jamaican roots, lead our Fall series, and to work with other celebrated Boston artists such as Dey Hernandez of 
the Puerto Rico-based Papel Machete puppetry collective; visual artist/storyteller/author Rob Peters (Mashpee 
Wampanoag) and Ayisha Knight-Shaw, a Deaf poet, photographer, and actress.  Follow us on Facebook for 
updates on our fantastic collaborators... and about our ongoing activities, including field trips.  Read on to learn 
about the full spectrum of FCT offerings, and how you can keep our arts learning network thriving! 
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Some of you have been supporters since our founder, artist/educator/inclusion specialist Ed Pazzanese, opened 
FCT’s doors in 2008 in collaboration with City Life/Vida Urbana's Parent Organizing Project, as a fiscally-
sponsored program of Spontaneous Celebrations.  Others have joined the “FCT Family” more recently and 
know us since 2011 as a program of the JP Tree of Life/Arbol de Vida Coalition, which provides community-
based support for at-risk youth and families under the fiscal sponsor Community Service Care, Inc.  We are 
proud of how we have leveraged your investment over the past 10 years to grow our offerings and broaden our 
reach.  FCT now operates year-round with Spring, Summer, and Fall Family Arts Learning Cycles 
rotating between Jamaica Plain/Roxbury host sites.  Each cycle includes: 

• A 4-6 week Family Art Workshop series based on the theme "The Power of Our Stories," exploring a 
unique concept (the life cycle, the seasons, imaginary creatures, underwater environments), and a different 
art form.  Children of all abilities and their families together create art, and express themselves through 
storytelling and improvisational drama. Past series have included: "Paint Something That Matters" (found 
object art), “Journeys” (group collage), "Art From the Earth, Spring Rebirth" (clay sculpture), “Holiday 
Traditions” (printmaking), “Creating Creatures” (fabric-ceramic sculpture) and “Paper Maché Puppetry.” 
• A Field Trip to a local arts/culture/science/nature institution linked to the topics explored in the series.  
Past examples: the Roxbury studio of master textile artist Napoleon Jones-Henderson, the Institute for 
Contemporary Art’s Nari Ward exhibit, the Puppet Showplace Theater, the Arnold Arboretum. 
• "Creating Art At Home," a followup 2-session training for parents/caregivers on FCT’s “process-
oriented art” philosophy, that gives them practice and free materials to lead art activities with their children.  

FCT’s strong network of partner organizations also allows us to offer several additional field trips throughout 
the year, giving young people and their families affordable, accessible opportunities to connect to cultural 
resources (in their own neighborhoods and in the city center) that they may not have known about or had access 
to financially.  The Wheelock Family Theatre performances are especially popular!  
 
The times we’re living through are hard on all of us - especially on families already vulnerable to stress and 
isolation, because they face the challenges of living with disabilities, deafness, or language barriers; or of 
experiencing homelessness or raising their grandchildren.  But with your help, FCT can bring the joy of art 
and its transformational capacity to children and their parents, siblings, grandparents and friends.  Your 
financial support will help us to engage at-risk community members in an experience that stimulates hope and 
enthusiasm, creates social connection, and generates the creative energy to build fulfilling lives.  Please review 
the contribution levels in the chart on the enclosed page, along with the testimonials of our participants 
about the value of FCT’s programs in their lives, and choose the highest-impact amount you are able to donate. 
 
FCT is poised to enter its second decade stronger than ever.  We are excited that 5 dynamic new arts and special 
needs advocates have joined our Advisory Board to add their efforts to those of our 3 long-serving members.  
We are proud to be the 2013 winner of the Arts|Learning Champions of Arts Education Advocacy “Good 
Neighbor Award,” and we are thrilled to announce that FCT is set to be profiled in a chapter in the forthcoming 
book “The Promise of Play,” co-published by the National Assocation for the Education of Young Children.  
We aspire to live up to our potential, identified by a professional evaluator, to be a model in our field.  But none 
of this would be possible without your generosity: to bring our free arts programming to families who could 
not otherwise afford it, we rely on limited grant funding, extensive in-kind donations (space, services, supplies) 
...and YOU, our grassroots individual donors!  On behalf of the wonderful families we are privileged to work 
with – from preschoolers to elders; speakers of English, Spanish, ASL, Haitian Kreyol; with and without vision, 
mobility, behavioral, cognitive, and neurological disabilities – THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!! 
 -- Edward Pazzanese, Director of Families Creating Together 
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     2018 PLEDGE SHEET 

 
YOU can help bring the healing and energizing experience of creating art and 
building community to children and families in all of Boston’s neighborhoods! 
ANY amount will help and will be gratefully accepted, but here is how your 
donation at the following levels will make a difference: 
 
o $25 helps print bilingual flyers and provide outreach on FCT offerings to families throughout Boston  
o $50 covers the in-session and take-home art supplies for a “Creating Art At Home” parent workshop series 
o $75 pays for a light healthy meal for 25 participants in a “Power of Our Stories” family art workshop series 
o $150 compensates an experienced teaching artist who designs, sets up, and leads an FCT workshop session 
o $300 allows FCT to hire a youth workshop assistant for an entire 6-session “Power of Our Stories” series 
 
Your help is needed!  Please make a difference for children and families TODAY by: 

þ sending a check (payable to Community Service Care, Inc with "FCT" written on the note line) to 
Families Creating Together, c/o JP Tree of Life Coalition, 295 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
    OR 
þ giving online at www.familiescreatingtogether.org/support-us 

 
Please give your gift TODAY to allow us continue our important and life-enhancing work!  Your donation 
to Families Creating Together, a fiscally-sponsored program of the 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization 
Community Service Care, Inc., is tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. 
 
Here is the impact your gift will have, in the words of our program participants: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“As a foster parent of deaf children 
and teacher of the deaf, I thank FCT 
for providing a great opportunity to 
explore the arts from all perspectives 
for my children, family, friends and 
other deaf children. FCT provides 
qualified sign language interpreters, 
so that all have equal access. There 
are not many programs based in the 
community that provide 
opportunities for ALL children in a 
supportive, encouraging, open 
environment.”  
--Darlene G. Ratliff, M.Ed., Principal 
of the Higginson/Lewis K-8 School, 
Certified American Sign Language 
Interpreter 
 

“I have a son with autism.  Because 
he gets special services, it's not 
always easy to spend time with the 
rest of the children, so this is a great 
place to have them create something 
and let their imaginations run wild.” 
-- Kewanee McGhee-Wiggins, parent 
 

I am a single mother from Eritrea.  My young son has cerebral 
palsy. He is in a wheelchair, has limited mobility and is unable to 
speak. However, in an FCT workshop on 3-dimensional 
“Magical Environments” inspired by neighborhood playgrounds, 
he communicated his ideas through clay, with his siblings rolling 
clay coils for him. He sculpted them into grass and red apples, 
showing his joy and engagement with a huge smile. As the 
mother of a severely disabled child, this is the first time I felt 
welcomed – with ALL my children – at a community activity. 
--Sara Asmerom, Federation for Children with Special Needs 
 


